Literary Analysis: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

Learning Goals: 
RL. 8.7: I can analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.

W. 8.2: I can write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

W. 8.4 I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Writing a Compare/Contrast Essay
· A comparison essay notes either similarities, or similarities and differences.
· A contrast essay notes only differences.
· The thesis can present the subjects and indicate whether they will be compared, contrasted, or both. 
· The same points should be discussed for both subjects; it is not necessary, however to give both subjects the same degree of development. 
Common organizational structures:
· Block method (subject by subject) 
· Point by point 
· Comparisons followed by contrasts (or the reverse)
You will use the Block Method.

Prompt—

Compose a thesis and a two paragraph block format essay in which you compare and contrast how the film The Secret Life of Walter Mitty remains true to or veers from the original short story and the impact of the filmmaker’s decision. In your analysis, explain why the filmmaker decides to maintain a fidelity to or depart from Thurber’s story.  In addition, address how the filmmaker’s choice impacts the viewer.

What you might use to create a thesis—

Specifically, you should compare and contrast ONE of the following:
a. the character of Walter Mitty
b. the plot
c. the structure and style—for example, the way in which Mitty slips into and out of daydreaming episodes, the choices made to develop tone and mood, or another stylistic or structural device.
d. the theme

Thesis Statement—

Your thesis statement must include:
· The title of the text under examination
· The author of the story 
· The element which you have chosen to compare and contrast
· Your opinion/point of view regarding the impact of the element you have chosen

Sample Thesis Statements—

The realism of life in 1920’s America exposed in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby is lost in Baz Luhrmann’s modern day film adaptation due to Luhrmann’s over-the-top choices in structure and style. 

By employing the use of voiceover to mirror the personified narrator of Death in the novel, the producers of the film adaptation of The Book Thief capture the ominous mood in Markus Zusak’s text, which enhances the development of Death as a narrator.

In the film adaptation of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, Walter Mitty explores remote landscapes and spectacular continents; the filmmaker’s decision to empower Walter Mitty demonstrates that anyone can break free from his or her mundane existence.

In the film adaptation of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, the director eliminates the overbearing wife who antagonizes Mitty in the short story; the choice to eliminate the wife and to include a romantic interest for Mitty in the film creates an optimistic mood. 

In the film adaptation of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, the director eliminates the overbearing wife who antagonizes Mitty in the short story.  As a result, the choice to eliminate the wife and to include a romantic interest for Mitty in the film reveals Mitty to be both desirable and confident. 
 
Paragraph Structure—

You will write two paragraphs using the Block Method for Comparison/Contrast. 

Expectations—

1. Your essay should include a thesis statement.  Even though a well-developed essay contains an introductory paragraph, you are only required to compose a thesis statement for time purposes.

2. Each paragraph should:
· contain a topic sentence that prepares the reader for the element you will address because you are using the block method.
· have at least two chunks of text evidence and analysis. 
· When referencing the film, you can paraphrase the details.
· use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
· use precise language.
· establish and maintain a formal style.
· provide a concluding sentence that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

3. Your essay should include a brief concluding paragraph that reiterates your thesis and your main ideas and leaves your reader with a sense of closure.

Timeline—

This essay is an on-demand piece of writing.  You will have one day in the classroom to plan your essay and one day in the computer lab to finalize your composition.  





























Outline: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Comparison/Contrast Essay
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	Body Paragraph One: 
Short Story by James Thurber
	Topic Sentence






	
	Signal Phrase + Text Evidence #1







	
	Analysis (2-3 sentences): What is the impact of the author’s choice?  Your analysis should develop your thesis.










	
	Signal Phrase + Text Evidence #2







	
	Analysis (2-3 sentences): What is the impact of the author’s choice?  Your analysis should develop your thesis.










	
	OPTIONAL Chunk #3










	Transition/
Concluding Sentence
	Wrap up what this paragraph has been about and prepare the reader for what the next paragraph will be about.






	Body Paragraph Two:
Movie written by Steve Conrad and directed by Ben Stiller
	Topic Sentence





	
	Signal Phrase + Text Evidence #1
NOTE: Be mindful that the text evidence you select for body paragraph two should correspond to the text evidence you selected in body paragraph one in that it indicates the  consistency, difference, or omission.







	
	Analysis (2-3 sentences): What is the impact of the filmmaker’s choice to stay true to or to veer from the original story?  Be sure to provide the details of how the filmmaker remained consistent to or deviated from Thurber’s original story.










	
	Signal Phrase + Text Evidence #2
NOTE: Be mindful that the text evidence you select for body paragraph two should correspond to the text evidence you selected in body paragraph one in that it indicates the  consistency, difference, or omission.







	
	Analysis (2-3 sentences): What is the impact of the filmmaker’s choice to stay true to or to veer from the original story?  Be sure to provide the details of how the filmmaker remained consistent to or deviated from Thurber’s original story.










	
	OPTIONAL Chunk #3










	
Concluding Sentence
	Wrap up what this paragraph has been about.









	Concluding Paragraph
	Summarize the main events and leave the reader with a sense of closure.
















